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MISSION INDIAXNS OF CALIFORXNIAL

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

TRANEMITTING

DRATT OF A BILL TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR
T=F RELIEF OF TEE MISSION INDIANS IN THE STATE OF CAL-
IFORNIA," TOGETHER WITH COPY OF INDIAN OFFICE REPORT
RELATING TO THE SAME. L

JaxTARY 11, 1893, —Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed. . -

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, January 10, 1898.

Srr: Tnder my direction the Commissioner of Indian Affairs has pre-
pared a draft of a bill to amend an act entitled, “An act for the relief
of the Mission Indians in the State of California.” which is berewith
submitted with recommendation for favorable consideration.

TLlis additional legislation is found necessary in order to include in
the several Mission reservations certain tracts of land occupied and
coltivated by the Indians, as shown by the accompanying copy of
Indian Office report of the 1st ultimo. _ -

The Commissioner of the General Land Office, in reporting on this
matter, under date of Gth ultimo, states that the records of his office
show that of the tracts recommended for additional reservations. all
are eitber vacant or have been reserved for the several bands of Indians.
except the N, 3 and the N'W.  of SW.4, gec.33, T.1 X..R.9 E.,and
sec. 16. T. 7 N., R. § E., which have passed to the Soutbern Pacific
Railroad Company and to the State of California.

Very respectfully,
C. X. BLiss, Sccretary.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. .

DEPARTMENT OF TEE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, :
Washington, December 1, 3897,
SIe: By office letter to the Department dated Jauuary 30, 1530. it
was shown that the late Mission Indian Commission selected cerfain
Wiets of land for reservations for the several bands of Mission lndiavs
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In Califernia under the provisioes of the act of January 12,1391 "o
Soat Lo, 7120, aod that patents tad been issued. among others, for t}e
tollowing: Campo, La Posta, Maunzanita, Curapipe or Long Cauyap
Laguua.and Inaja; that section 2 of the said act of 1391 made it the’
duty of said Commission to include in each reservation *-the lands Al
villages which bad been in tlhe actual oceupation avd possession of said
Indizas. and which skall be sutticieut in extent to meet their jus:
requirements.”

It was further shown that rerorts had been received from time ¢,
time trom United States Indian Acent Estudillo and Special Allottig~
Agent Patton showing tbat the lands selected for and pateuted to the
Indiaus Leloenging on the reservatious named above did not inclade
certain tructs occupied and cultivarted by the Indians, and it was there.
fore recommended that if there should be founud to exist no legal objec.-
tion thereto the Commissioner of the General Land Oftice be requested
to issue additional pateuts tor the tracts designated in said communica.
tion: or, if it must be decided that this could not be done, that the
geveral tracts ther be recommended for reservation by Executive order,

Under date of February 27, 1393, the Department advised this office
tbat as these reservativns have been determined as provided by the act
of January 12, 1891, and patents issued therefor as required by said
act, it may be doubtful if addirional lands can, without farther action
of Congress, be added thereto, but in order that the Indiuns may be
Protected in the lands oceupied by thewm, and in their possession, unti]
that question could be fully considered and determined, the Commis.
sioner ot the General Laud Office was on that date (February 27, 15u5,)
requested to withhbold the tracts meutioued in office letter of January
30 frum eutry and settlement until further directe .

A letter from the Cowmissioner of the General Land Office to the
Department, dated March 30, 1843, which was referred to this office for
report, showed that some of the tracts directed to be withheld were in
contdict with entries. In office report thereon, dated April 6, 1393, it
wus stated that iu recommending the reservation of the several tracts
mentioned in office letter of January 30 it was not intended to include
any to which valid rights had attached, and it was therefore recom-
wended that the Commissiouer be requested to withhold from entry
those tracts which were free from coufiict,

Upoan the report of Inspector Lane. dated February 26,1897, relative
to the land aud water needs of some of these Indians, recommending
that a special agent or inspector be directed to examine the reserva-
tions. with authority to employ a surveyor for the purpose of properly
locating them. Special Allotting Agrent Patton was directed, April 3
last. to proceed, with the deputy surveyor then emploved under bis
supervision, to do :he work. Mr. Patton was instructed to make it his
first and uiost important duty to ascertain to a certainty such tracts of
ldud as were in the actual use aud occupation of the Indiaps belongins
to the severul reservations which were either not selected by the Com-
mission or, baving been selected, were not patented for some reason;
also. in designating these tracts to report the number of Indians on
each, the character of the land and the improvewents thereon, and
show the practicability of removing the Indians to lands within the
linits of their reservations as selected. His report, dated September
27 last, shows that eight of the reservations require additional land.
I give below each of the reservations as patented or as selected by ths
Commissiou and the additions recommended by Mr. Patton.
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CAMPO,

Patented. —SW.3 NE. 3. NW. 2 SW. 3. W. 1 and SE. {, XW. } of sec.
3. and E. 2 NE. 1 sec. 4, T.18 S, R. 53 E. Tois was recomwended by
st.¢ Commission. ~ _

Special Agent Patton recommends that there be added thereto: NE. 3
vw. jsec. 3, T.1§ S, R. 5 E. He states that the Indians' cemeterry,
reservoir, a but, the largest portion of their garden, and a part of their
~ain land are on sald quarter.

INATA,

Patented—XE. 2 and 2. 2 of SE. 1 of sec. 20. and XE. 3 of sec. 35,
T.13 8.. . 3 E.. as recommended by the Commission.

Special Agent Patton recommends that there be added thereto: X1V, 3
S 3 see. 26, T. 13, R. 3 E. He states that the NE. 1 of SE. ] of
said section 26 is patented 1o one Jesse Podd. and is not claimed or
nved by the Indians, but the NW. § of SE. § is iu tleir possession, and
sheuld be pateuted to them.

MAXNZAXNITA,

Duatented.—Section 26, T. 16 8., R. 6 E., as recommended by the .
Com:nission.

Special Agent Patton recommends that there be added thereto: W, 31
XW, 1and NW. 2 8W, Jsec. 25: NE. and E. 3 NW. 1 sec. 33, T. 16
S. R. 6 E. He states that the NW. ] and west 2 of tLe TV, 3 of the
XE. 2 of sec. 26, T. 16 S., R. 6 E.. which is included in patent to the
Indicus, is fenced off and ip tbe possession of Peter MeCaivu. His
patent calls for section 23. which is worthless, but his (Pattou's) sur-
veyor puts him on the reservation. Tbe Indians are in possession of
tLe Junds which lLie recomwmwends be added to the reservation.

LA POSTA.

SE. 3 and SE. 3 8V, 1 sec. 31, T. 16 S.. R.¢ E.; X.
NW. 3sec. 6, T.17 8., R. 6 E., as recommended b

Patented . —8,
NE. 3 and XNE.
the Commission.

Special Agent Patton recommends that there be added thereto: S.3
NE.1aud SE. 1 XW., ] sec. 6; S. 3 of X. 3 of sec. 5, T. 17 S.. R. G E.,
aud 8. § and NW., 1 of SE. ] sec. 24, and N. 3 NE. 2 sec. 25, T. 16 S.,

t. 5 E. He states that the patented land is worthless, that the Indians
are not living thereon, and that they are living ou and caltivating the
tracts which be recommeunds be added to their reservation.

3 3
i ¥

LAGTUNA.

Patented. —XTW. 3 sec. 33, T. 14 S.. R. 5 E.. as recommended by the
commission. '

Special Agent Patton recommends that there be added thereto: ST,
1 5W, 7 sec. 28, and N. 3 SW. 3 sec. 33, T. 14 S, R. 5 E.

-

CUTAPIPE.

Patented.—FE. 2 of E. 3 of 19; W, J of SE. 3 and W. 3 of 20: XE. ]
aud W, 4 of NE. 3; NW. 3 of SE. 3 and NW. ] of sec. 29, T. 15 S, R.
6 E., as recommended by the commission.
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Special Ax=ut atton recommernds that there be added theretn: v

3 NEdand MW oo see 19, aud 305 SE}osee. M T 10 81 g 3

He states that the Indinus are wow in possession of these lands an

need them. '
TWENTY-NINE PALMS.

Patented. —NW . dsec. 4. T.1S., R.0. E. The commission also TE0.
meuded that the SW. 1 see. 33, T.1-N., R.9 E.. for this band ot [ndiapy,

Special Agent Pattou recommends that there be added therety: NWw,
tand N, fof SW.1sec. 33, T.1N..R.9E.

TORROS,

Selected by commmission, but not not yet patented: Secs. 2 and 12,
T.75.,R. 7 E; 7,3,9.10, 14, 15, 22, 23, 2425 26, 33, and 36, T. 78,
R.5E.;1,2,aud 12, T.§ 8., R. S E.; 6, 7, §, 18, 19, 20, 29, 30, and 392
W.3of 25and E. 3 of 31, T.8S..R. 9 E.; 5,7, and 8, W. } of 4, E. §
of 6.and W.30f 9. T.95,R.9E. S '

Special Agent Patton recommeuds that there be added thereto sec,
16.T. ¥ S.,, R.3 E. He states that oo this section are located the Govern.
went school, an artesian well, two mission buildings aud Indian well,
and two rancherias. This section passed to the State as schiool Iand,
and the State has expressed its willingness to relinquish and select othey
laud in lieu thereof, '

I inclose copy of Special Agent Patton's report.

It was the purpose ot this office, in directing Special Agent Patton,
with a surveyor, to make this iuvestigation, to have it thoroughly doue
aud have the whole business treated and settled at one time rather
thau by pieceweal. I believe that the tracts described above and ree-
ommended by Mr. Patton as additious to the several reservations are
needed by the Indians and that they should have been selected for
reservation by the Mission commission. They should be secured to
them now, so far as practicable. in order to carry out the intention of
the act of January 12, 1891, which made it the tirst duty of the com-
mission “to select a reservation tor each band or village of the Mission
Indians residing withiv the said State, which reservation shall include,
as far as practicable, the lands and villages which have been in the
actual occupation and possession of said Indians, and which shall be
sutficient in esteut to meet their just requirements.”

As there is some variance between the tracts now recommended by
Special Azent Patton and those designated in office letter of Jauuary
3u, 1393, I have the honor to recommend the reference of this communi-
cation to the Coinmissiouer of the General Laud Office for report as to
the present status of the several tracts above described as recommeuded
for reservation by Mr. Patton, aud that upon receipt of such report the
Department again consider the guestion raised in its letter to this oftice
dated February 27, 1893, as to how the additional tracts can best be
secured to the Indians. If it shall be held that the said tracts can Dod
be patented to the Indians under existing law and that they can not be
secared by Executive order, this office will be glad to prepare a draft
of bill for Congress, if such action shall accord with the views of the

Department. L .

' Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. ToNXER,
‘ : Acting Commissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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UXI1TED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Ix TRE FIELD, MI1SS10X AGENCY,
Shorb, Cal., September 27, 1877,

gig: 1 have the honor to present herewith my report of work done under the
{patruciions contained in vour letter ¢ Land,” 10653-1897. . :

The commencement of this work wae deiayed until July, owing to the exhaustion
of 1he appropriation and on telegraphic instructions from your ofiice. I bave made
» most thorough and careful examination of the reservations mentioned in your

Jetter, with the following result:
CAMPO RESERVATION,

;- addition to the lanls patented, the Indiars are in possession of the following
1eois: The NE. 3 of tbe NW. 1 of sec. 3, T.1¢ &, R. 5 L, 8§ B. M. On the land is
e cometery, Teservoir, a hut, 5 acres of garden, and 12 acres of grain land. The
sheve truct sbould be patented to the Jndians; even with that it will be difScult for
:u+ iudiuns to eke out their miseraliie existence. There are ouly pive Indiaus Lere,
poctiv 0ld, with only a few years of life lefv to them. (See surveyor'e report for
a:ea n0d quality of lands.)

INAJA RESERVATION.

The NE. 1 of SE. 2 of sec. 26 is patented to Jesse Podd, and is not claimed or nsed
s the Ipdians. The NW. 3 of SE. $ of sec. 26 is in possession of 1be Indians and
sbnwld be patenied to them, while the Fo:ld lan:i sheculd be eliminated from the pat-
ent. These Indians have enmou:h land and water to enable them to live with some
degree of comfort. B . ) :
MANZANITA RESERVATION.

The NW. 2 and W. 3 of the W. § of the NE. $ of sec. 26, T. 16 §.. R. 6 E., is fenced
of and in the possession of Peter McCain. His patent calls for sec. 23, which is
worthless, but our survey puts him on the reservation, He settled on the place over
tweuty vears ago, and kss a house. barn, orchard, and 25 acres of gardsn, meadow,
suvd pastore land. ‘ . :

There should be added to the land patented to these Indians the W, 3 of NW. ¢
s0d NW. 2 of SW. } of sec.23, ard the NE. $ and E. $ of NW. 3 of eec. 25, T. 16 8.,
k.6 E. The Indiansare in possession of these lands. This reservation is vers close
to the Mexican line, and its population is constantly recruited from below the line.

Tlere are forty Indiape living here.

LA POSTA RESERVATION.

Here the Indians are all living off the lands selected for and patented to them.
Tue patented land is worthless. .

Tbhe lands on which they live and which should be patented to them are S. 1 of
NE.;and SE.2 0of NW.3,8ec.6,T.178,,R.6E., 8. B. M., and 8. $ of NE. } and B, 4
of NW. 2, sec. 5. - ;

The Indians also farm some land on N. § of NE. 3, sec. 25, and 8.  of NW., {. sec.
24. T.16 8., R. 5 E., aud this should be patented to them altbough it is not coxniigu-
ous to the reservation.

There are thirty Indians bere, and they have not nearly enough tillable and pasture
laands fur their needs. Their water supply is awple. :

LAGUXA RESERVATION.

Here tlere is great difSculty. It seems that in 1893 a mar nawed Dr. Harper
bonght u State school lieu land selection, which covered some of the lands the
luliavs bad occupied for a bundred years past, but whicl bad not been iucluded in
tleir patent. This is SE. 3 of SE. ¢ sec. 24, and a portion of E. 4 of NE. } sec. 32,
I.14 %, R.5E. Therestould be added to the patented lauds of these Iudiaus the
SW, 3 of BW. 2 of sec. 28, and N. y of SW. 1 of sec. 33.

. There are only five Indinns living bere. but they are as bitter aver the Juss of their
isLde ar if they nnmbered a thonsaund. The Indiaus were upquestionabix in posses-
a:vz of and cultivatiug these lands when Harper got them in 1593 as lieu lands.

CUTATIFE RESERVATION.
Bere tLere are 45 Indians living on less than 10 acres of first-quality land and 40

£ 7 s of second-rate luud. )
Ticre is nothing in the gnality aud extent of their lands to explain why they bave
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ot ostarved vo deeth Lo nen. Thiat thev have not starced s probahlc dne tq 41 ,

STEUT e hear Gp srapind s pieeats el PIOCNS RN T Trees o) el near TUSIT Tronmrn.
. . . ' . . . . oy . " - . .-
ToeLs LT e landed s g e G WL N T s fmnesille Ty prener

28 Llewiny o their Drrented Ing e rhar will receiva g rew acre: ,
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voted and cimimed Dy teearea W Tirial, who dled a derelarators statement 0p it e
1834, He did not perrect Lis entry and the lasd was suspended by Cumuiirsiouc‘.-";
letter in 1593,
Idouvar knew whar Thing's if<arve in thematter. Lut he van not eater {r xhiv,

-
!
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Thiog has a house. orckard, garden. amd alrulfa pateh on the place, and nearly 3

e W o e WiV tia gl T e [t an g have gever livegd nrtnorelaiised et
A A0 dees nut oin the teser ation, brs LUTHSTS HpuD S of SEL 4 of sec. ty, whicy |
Lhave recommoy:l-d he rarented to the Joditps., :

I woald suce-st that 3teps be tukieu 1o sieferwine whetber this land stull Le Pt
ented to the Ipdinns or the suspension he lirted and Thing allowed to perfect hLis
entry,

The SE. 3 of NE. £ and NE. z of SE. { of sec. M9 is Patented to one Fowler ang it is
impo=sible to add it to the reservariog.

There are a wvexr mauy Indians on the Cuaypipe Reservation and some steps sho:jg
be taken to alleviare their boverry-stricken coudition. :

TORRES RESERVATION,

The Tndians are in possessinn of zec. 16, T. 7 8.. R. 8 E., which is a State school sec.
tion. -On this section is located the Government sckool and ariesian well. There
are aisn two mwission buildings. erected Ly the Moraviaps, an Indian well, and two
raurberias on this section. The arte<ian well is nnt (lowicg OwWing to its being
choXel with aand. It was a gond well at dirst and can be made 30 again at a cost of
seviral thousand dollars.

I wonld snzgest that steps be taken to fecure section 16 from the State of Cali-
fornia and pateut it to the Indians,

TWENTY-NINE PALMS.

Here the Indians are off the worthless lands patented to them and are occupying
an oxsis ou section 33, which is within the indemnity lithits of the grant to the
Sonthern Pacite Railwayr Compauy.

Thex are in possession of the NW. 7 and N. } of SW, 3, %c. 33, T. 1 N, R.9E,
exceptilg a 4-acre triact in the northeast corner of the NE. 1 of 3W. 1 of sec, 33.

There are abont twentyv-ive Indians bere. and they live principally upon ¢ chuck-
waiias,” o desert turtle, and mesquite be:ns.

The forezoinz is a plain sratement of the tacts as I found rhem.

Iinclose hers=with the report and maps of the United States depnty sarveror who
accouipanied me. The plats show the patented and occupied unpatented lands at
the varinus reservarions,

At ouly one or two of these reservations do the Indians live like human beipgs.
and their condition is most miserable. [t i# useless, howerer, to Ury to persnade
thew to resiove from the neizliborhood nf the lauds< theynow occuapy. I have painted
the beanties of Capitan Grande. Mesa irande, Cohnilla, and other reservations whero
the lands are pleatiful ani fertile. I have ottered to each fawily more geod land
thian ihe whole tribe uuw bas, and I have always Leen told that they will not morve.

They suy ther were bhorn where they now live, their children were Lorn thez: and
their furetutbers are buriesd there, and when they die they wact to lje hesirle thetr
ancestors. I bave never Letore seeq sl devotion to bome and veneration for kin-
drid ties as exhibired by these poor Indians.

At oue reservation the Indians intimated that they would move if I would exhun:e
the booes of their ancestors and reiuter them at their new home. They are all
aoxious for more and berter land, but they want it in the ilcmediute neighborhood
or thieir present howes. They can not understand why it is impossible tor me to
give them the adiacent lands occupied by white meu. Thes know that their fore-
tatbers nsed to own these latds, for not only is it handed down to them by tradition.
but minys an old Indian now living has pointed out to me a spot in the midst of
some fertile vallev, now occupied Ly a white man, and said he was born there. If .
these Indians could once be brought to anderstapd the justice of taking from them
the lands they used to own and driviog them back into narrow cangons, they woald
donbtless be satistied, but I was not equal to the task of explanation.
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e are not bad or troublesome Indians. They are industrions and in the main
»:. aud under proper conditions would be possessed of some ambition, but their
.sent Jot 35 a bard one. . ] ) )
j2. my report I bave followed rour instrnctions to treat these Indiana with the
peanet fuirpess. 1t wonld indeed be a bhard-bearted man who would treat them
~ berwice. 1 only regret that it lies not in my power to recommend some feasible
. =1 1o aweliorat- tbeir condition.

* Tue ouly thing that enggzests itself is for the Government to purchase some of the
guen! isndsadjacent tu thereservations. It would require only a few thonsaunds of dol-
i ~ to acynire evough lands to put these Indians in a position ta live comfortably.
+Ler are uo varanl Government lapds to give them. Tbe lapds that T Lave recom-
_, .0 he added to the reservations ouly contain a4 few acres of good land to the

E;nrxv-r scetion. . . .

A- 1o tle guestion of water, there is no necessity for developing a supply at any
of iuese Teaéivations. as ther have vo lund upon which it can be used.

Tie artesian well at Torres should be repaired, or 2 new owe sunk, as water is
pacly needed there for stock. )
-Tie Indian ugent should be instrocted to see that the S8an Diege Flume Comypany.
Rewpw it8 agreement to supply tle Capitan Grande Indians with water.

Verr respectfuily,
Hexry W. PaTtTON,
United States Special Allotting Agent.

The CCOMMISSIONER OF INDIAN A¥FAIRS, Faskington, D. C. -

A LILL to amend ap Act entitled **An Act for the relief of the Mission Indians in the State of
Califurpia.” ‘

B¢ it enacted by the Senate and House of Represcniatives of the United States of America
¢ Lonariss asecmbled, That section three of the Act approved January twelfth,eighteen
Lundred acd pinety-oune, entitled ““An Act for the relief of the Mission Indiavs in the
sote of Califurnia,” be, and the sause bereby is, s0 amended as 1o autborize the Secre-
t: > of the Interior to cause to be patented to the Mission Indians such tracts of the
prilic land of the United States, in the State of Califernia, as be shall find upon
1 estigation 1o bave Leen in the occupation and possession of the several bands or
viiages of Mission Indiaps, and are now reyuired and needed by them, and which
wele not selecied for them by the commission as conteraplated by sectiou two of the
n.d Act: Provided, That no patent shall embrace any tract or tracts to which valid
ex:siing righte bave attached in favor of any person nnder auy of the United States
laws providing for the disposition of the public domain. : '

: =)
S. Doc. 3—39



